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General marking principles for National 5 Music Technology 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when 
marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required in 
candidate responses.  
 

(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general marking 
principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment.  

  
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks are 

accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: they are 
not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions.  

  
(c) Do not accept any answer that is not in the marking instructions. Use professional judgement 

when candidates’ responses do not exactly match marking instructions but carry the same 
meaning.  

  
(d) Where a candidate has provided more than one answer, for example by ticking two boxes 

instead of one or adding an extra wrong answer, place a cross beside the wrong answer and 
deduct the mark assigned to the correct answer. If this has happened more than once or several 
times the mark cannot go below 0, that is, into negative marks.  

  
(e) Candidates are asked to tick one or two boxes in multiple choice questions. Accept a cross or 

any other sign which makes the candidate’s intentions clear.  
  
(f) Accept inaccurate spelling of English or Italian terms. 
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Marking instructions for each question  
 

 

Question Expected response Max 
mark Additional guidance 

1. (a)  1970s 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (b)  Disco 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (c)  Arco 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (d) (i) Swing 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

  (ii) Accept any one of the following: 
• big band 
• syncopation 
• swing rhythms or swung quavers 
• improvisation 
• instrumental breaks 
• walking bass 
• live recording 

1  
Also accept named big band 
instruments or sections.  
  

2. (a)  Delay 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (b)  Modulation 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (c) 
 

Accept any two of the following: 
• acoustic guitar 
• banjo 
• fiddle  
• harmonica 
• narrative vocal 
• pedal steel guitar 
• simple chord structure 
• vamp 
• vocal harmonies 

2 1 mark for each correct answer. 

Also accept prominent use of 
acoustic instruments.  

Also accept American accented 
vocal. 

Also accept finger picking style.  
Also accept slide guitar. 

Also accept simple rhythms with 
strong backbeat emphasis from snare 
and guitar. 

 (d) (i) Dynamic 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

  (ii) Cardioid 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

  (iii) Close mic in front of the speaker 1 Do not accept close mic’ing on its 
own. 

Also accept placement of mic 
directly in front of the 
amplifier/grill. 

Accept any appropriate close mic’d 
distance to the speaker — no further 
than 30 cm (12 inches) away. 
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Question Expected response Max 
mark Additional guidance 

3. (a)  Synth pop 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (b) 
 

Accept any two of the following: 
• drum machine(s) 
• loops 
• MIDI 
• minimal use of acoustic and/or 

live instruments 
• samplers 
• sequencers 
• synthesisers 

2 1 mark for each correct answer. 

Also accept electronic drumkit. 

 

Also accept electronic instruments. 

 (c) A 60s Pop 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

  B Homophonic 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (d)  Envelope filter 1 Also accept wah-wah. 

4. (a) (i) Minor 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

  (ii) Instrumental break 1 Do not accept instrumental on its 
own. 
 
Also accept (electric guitar) solo. 

Do not accept electric guitar on its 
own. 

 (b)  Panned electric guitars 
Backing vocals with delay 

2 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (c) 
 

Accept any two of the following: 
• attack 
• gain 
• knee 
• ratio 
• release 
• side-chain 
• threshold 

2 1 mark for each correct answer. 
 

 (d) 
 

Quantise  

Record again in time 

2 1 mark for each correct answer. 

Also accept any answer which infers 
manual editing of notes. 

 (e)  Gated reverb 1 Do not accept other answers here. 
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Question Expected response Max 
mark Additional guidance 

5.   

Instrument 

Control, effect 
or process 
applied to 
instrument 

Bass guitar Chorus 

Clap sample Delay 

Drum kit Reverb 

Electric guitar Low EQ cut 

Electric piano Wah-wah 
 

5 Do not accept other answers here. 

6. (a)  Zac Shelton had a case as his music 
was being used without permission. 

1 Do not accept other answers here. 

 (b)  IP protection was important in this 
case as it allowed Shelton, the 
owner of the music to decide how 
his music could be used.  

1 Accept any response that infers 
protecting own work from public 
performance. 

 (c)  Any one from the following: 
• comply with the cease-and-desist 

letter 
• requested permission to use the 

music 
• bought ownership of the copyright 

1 Also accept Johnson should not have 
played the song at any rallies.  
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Question Expected response Max 
mark Additional guidance 

7. (a)  
Element Excerpt 1 Excerpt 2 

Effects Backing 
Vocals — 
reverb 
Drum kit — 
reverb 
Electric 
(lead or 
rhythm) 
guitar — 
overdrive or 
distortion 
Piano — 
reverb 
Saxophone 
— reverb or 
wah wah 
Trombone 
— reverb 
Trumpet — 
reverb 

Congas — 
reverb 
Drum kit — 
reverb 
Electric 
guitar — 
reverb or 
wah wah 
Saxophones 
— reverb 
Lead vocal 
— reverb 

Panning Bass guitar 
— left 
Backing 
vocals — 
right 
Drum kit — 
right 
Electric 
(lead or 
rhythm) 
guitar — 
left or 
centre 
Hi-hat —
right 
Piano —
right 
Saxophone 
— centre or 
left 
Trombone 
— left 
Trumpet — 
left 

Bass guitar 
— centre 
Congas — 
centre 
Drum kit — 
centre 
Electric 
guitar — 
centre 
Lead vocal 
— centre 
Saxophone 
— left, 
centre or 
right  

 

4 In order to gain a mark, candidates 
must reference one instrument or 
voice and how it has been effected 
or panned. The table indicates all 
the acceptable answers. 
 
For excerpt 1 and excerpt 2 — 
‘guitar’ and ‘vocals’ on their own 
are not acceptable answers. 
 
Drums is not acceptable, drumkit is 
an acceptable answer.  
 
Lead or male vocal, female vocal, 
backing vocals, acoustic guitar, bass 
guitar and electric guitar are the 
acceptable terminology. 
 
 
Excerpt 1  
Also accept cymbal — right.  

 (b)  Riff 1 Do not accept other answers here. 

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS] 
 

Looking for more resources? Visit scotpapers.com – Scotland’s #1 Past Paper Archive Page 6


	General marking principles for National 5 Music Technology
	Expected responses for questions 1 (a) to 2 (d) (iii)
	Expected responses for questions 3 (a) to 4 (e)
	Expected responses for questions 5 to 6 (c)
	Expected responses for questions 7 (a) and (b)


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends false

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams true

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize false

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments false

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage false

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness false

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts false

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

    /3Of9Barcode

    /Goudy

    /Goudy-Bold

    /Goudy-BoldItalic

    /Goudy-Italic

    /Helvetica

    /Helvetica-Bold

    /Helvetica-BoldOblique

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages false

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages false

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages false

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /ConvertColors /NoConversion

      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.250000

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks true

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect false

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]

>> setpagedevice



